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Proceedings-cum-Resolutions of the Emergent Meeting of ACTA Cachar Zone held on 13 April 2013 at 11:00 AM in the premises of Radhamadhab College, Silchar with 

Dr. Chhaya Roy Kundu in the Chair
The Emergent Meeting of ACTA Cachar Zone began with the President of the Zone, Dr. Chhaya Roy Kundu on the Chair. 

Agenda No.1:
The Secretary as per Agenda No. 1 read out the Resolution adopted in the previous Emergent Meeting of ACTA, Cachar Zone on 06-03-2013. The house unanimously accepted and approved the said resolution without making any changes therein. As such, the Secretary distributed photocopies of the said resolution among the members present in the meeting. 

Agenda No.2:
Central Executive Member, Sri Chandan Paul Choudhury appraised the House about the issues discussed in the recently concluded extended meeting held at Guwahati. He informed the members that the said meeting was attended by him along with the Secretary of the Zone. Sri Paul Choudhury said the issue of promotion has not been resolved as yet due to red tapism by the bureaucracy. However, he expressed hope that necessary Office Memorandum regarding promotion will be issued by the government very soon. As regards the issue of providing full financial benefit to those teachers who have worked at a fixed pay of Rs. 5000, the CEM informed that the file has been turned back by the Principal Private Secretary, Govt. of Assam with a note wherein it was mentioned that relevant advertisement of the incumbents who have worked in fixed pay is to be provided. Sri Paul Choudhury further said that the members present in the meeting demanded the leadership to solve the long standing demands at the earliest by meeting with the Chief Minister. 
 Agenda No.3:
The next agenda was “To discuss about the stand of the zone on the issue of those college teachers who have worked at a fixed pay of Rs.5000/-.” The ZEC felt the necessity of including this agenda in the backdrop of the meeting convened by ACTA at Pragjyotish College, Guwahati on 21/04/2013 and also due to strong appeal made by those college teachers who have worked at a fixed pay. After threadbare discussion, it was unanimously resolved that a special meeting of the Zone be convened on 19-04-2013 wherein those college teachers who have worked at a fixed pay of Rs.5000 in the seven units under the Zone are to called in as Special Invitee. It was also resolved that the Resolution to be adopted in that Special meeting should be forwarded to the Central committee.
Agenda No.3:

The two newly nominated members (from Cachar Zone of ACTA) to the Academic Council of Assam University, Silchar as Special invitees of the Vice Chancellor, namely Sri Partha Sarathi Dey, Associate Professor & HOD Geology, G.C.College, Silchar and Dr. Devasree Dutta, Associate Professor & HOD History, Women’s College,were introduced and welcomed. Assam university authority, particularly, the Vice Chancellor was thanked for responding to the long standing demand for increasing the number of members to Academic Council from the College teachers. 

Agenda No.4:

The 4th agenda of the meeting was “To discuss about academic and examination related matters of Assam University, Silchar.” As regards the academic and examination related matters at UG level of Assam University, there was a detailed discussion. Secretary apprised the house of the ACTA (Cachar and Karimganj-Hailakandi) delegation to the honourable Vice Chancellor on 02-03-2013, in which two memorandums were submitted which highlighted, interalia, the matters related to the functioning of the UG evaluation zones and the award of grade to the candidates.  

Objection was strongly raised by Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone and was corroborated by Cachar Zone that it was arbitrary enough to avoid scrutiny and Head Examiners role in the evaluation of scripts in the TDC Examination Zones of Karimganj College, Karimganj and R.S. Girls College, Karimganj. It was also raised that the overall picture of evaluation in the said two zones generated objections and grievances from different quarter including students. It was observed that to save students from injustice, proper care need to be taken about it in the ensuing semester.
About awarding of final grade to students in each semester, so far has been on the basis of honours and pass papers taken together, this when done in the final, that is, 6th semester, it will lead to discouraging students in future to take up honours course in Degree Level. Further, it is unjustified not to award exclusive grade for honours course. Hon’ble Vice Chancellor expressed his views that he would immediately look into the matter and ensure that grade should be awarded separately for Honours and Pass Courses.

On the matter of scrutiny, it was reiterated that scrutiny be strengthened in order to bring down ever increasing cases of prayer for reevaluation. It was observed that the way scrutiny and Head Examiners job was slighted in Karimganj has been grossly wrong and must not continue. Further, it was observed that the process of evaluation of answer scripts should be as per the stationery supplied by the office of the COE. 
The matter comes to note that that Assam University has decided not to send the honours papers of ensuing even semester examination to the Evaluation Zones. Under the changed circumstances, it is observed that this might revoke the earlier system of evaluation of UG answer scripts by the P.G. teachers which came to be justifiably discontinued. It is observed that therefore all the honours course answer scripts of UG level be sent to examiners from colleges under AUS well in time from the COE’s office so that the process could be over well within time. 

Another relevant issue discussed was the amendment of clause 14 of the rules of guidelines of semester system (TDC course) in the 62nd meeting (emergent) of academic council of AUS. In Resolution No.1 there were three points. The first point stated that all first and third semester students shall be allowed to appear in fourth semester examination irrespective of number of back papers of earlier semesters. However, the third point under the same category stated that a student shall be allowed to sit in the 6th semester examination if he has maximum of 6 back papers (upto 4th semester). The two points seems to be mutually contradictory and needs clarification from the University authorities.
Another vital issue discussed was that of Uniform Academic Calendar (for UG level). ACTA delegation raised this issue before the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of AUS who gave positive assurance in this regard. ACTA proposed for a Uniform Academic Calendar throughout the state of Assam. The Government of Assam has also adopted a very positive attitude in this respect. The association since the last three years has been trying to achieve this goal by holding series of discussions with Gauhati University, Dibrugarh University, Assam Higher Secondary Education Council (AHSEC), Board of Secondary Education (SEBA) and a number of Students’ Association. However, inspite of repeated plea, ACTA has failed to get any response from Assam University. The Registrar i/c of Assam University has made inflated promise of preparing grounds for a dialogue, but unfortunately even after a year ACTA have failed to get any response. As such, the matter was brought to the notice of the present Vice Chancellor. The delegation urged upon him to give serious attention to this demand of the teaching community.
It is disheartening to note that inspite of repeated appeals made before the AUS authority since last few years to complete all examinations well ahead of the vacation schedule, the office of the COE has again set an exam programme which has trespassed into the summer vacation schedule. Conducting examinations during vacation would result in great resentment among the teaching community. The members present in the Extended Zonal Meeting took a serious note of the repeated practice of the AUS authority in conducting the examination during the summer vacation. It was pointed out that the COE, AUS had promised in writing before the ACTA delegation as per letter No. AUE/TDC/Meeting/2011 dated 12th May 2011, that ‘in the normal situation the examination process shall be completed well before commencement of Summer Vacation.’ The members found no reason why the situation May 2013 should not be considered a ‘normal’ one. Since no abnormal situation such as national/ state/local body election or natural calamities or disasters have taken place, there is no plausible reason as to why the TDC Old Course Examination should infringe upon the summer vacation. As such, ACTA Cachar Zone reiterated its Resolution adopted in an Emergent Extended Meeting held on 24th April, 2012, which stated that “the members of all ACTA units of Cachar Zone shall not participate in any works related to the Examinations, both theory and practical, during the course of the Summer Vacation starting on 20 May.” 

Agenda No.5:

In the Miscellaneous category, the Secretary made a formal request to the delegates of Janata College, Kabuganj and Nehru College, Pailapool to consider the proposal for being the host of the 9th Annual Zonal Conference, which will be held around July 2013. They were asked to discuss it in their respective units and communicate the same in the next ZEC Meeting. 

There being no other agenda for discussion, the meeting came to an end with vote of thanks to the Chair.
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