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ASSAM COLLEGE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
ZONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE : CACHAR ZONE


Report of the Zonal Secretary of ACTA, Cachar Zone for the Session 2011-2012
Sudarshan Gupta
Respected Members,
It’s indeed a matter of great honour for me that the honourable members of ACTA, Cachar Zone had entrusted me the onus of disbursing the responsibilities of the portfolio of Zonal Secretary, Cachar Zone of the prestigious Assam College Teachers’ Association (ACTA). For this, I would like to express my deep sense of gratitude to the ACTA members of my Zone. After assuming such an important portfolio, the most herculean task before me was to fit myself in the shoes of my praiseworthy predecessors-Dr. Manoj Kumar Paul, Prof. Apurba Chakraborty, Dr. Dipankar Kar and Prof. Chandan Paul Choudhury. As such, whatever I have accomplished during my tenure is the result of the cumulative efforts of all the members of the Zone. However, at the same time, I personally owe for whatever could not be done. From the core of my heart, I am indebted to the members for their relentless support and active co-operation in discharging the various activities of the Zone. 
The first Zonal Executive Committee meeting during my tenure was convened in the premises of Women’s College, Silchar on 27th July, 2011 where a plethora of serious issues were democratically discussed and necessary resolutions were adopted. The burning issue before the Zonal Committee was the introduction of Biometric Scanner and CCTV in the Colleges. Members present in the meeting aired their views on this germane issue in the backdrop of the last Annual Conference of ACTA held at Duliajan College. Honourable members who attended the said Conference opined that in its Delegate Session, it was unanimously resolved that ACTA has got serious reservations regarding the introduction of Biometric Scanner & CCTV in colleges of Assam. However, it came as a bolt from the blue to discern that the President & General Secretary of ACTA had later on maimed the unanimous mandate of the General House and entrusted the Units to tackle this issue, if possible, with their respective Principals, for reasons best known to them. Violating the mandate of the general session was something which the President and General Secretary of a democratic association like that of ours association is not legally permitted to do. The House decried this move of introduction of Biometric Scanner & CCTV not only as superfluous but also insulting. However, it needs emphasis that though the ACTA Central Committee had shrugged off the responsibility of standing beside its members, yet the Units of Cachar Zone, by dint of their of their strength has been able to withheld the implementation of such devices facing various odds. For exhibiting such a bold step, I on behalf of the Zonal Executive Committee congratulate all our 7 Units. In the said Zonal Executive Committee Meeting an 8 member Academic Sub-Committee was formed with Dr. Roma Purkayastha as the Convenor. Further, the house also resolved to execute various issues raised in its last Zonal Conference held at MCD College, Sonai on the 2nd of July 2011. 
The second meeting of the Zonal Committee was held on the 3rd of September, 2011 in Radhamadhab College, Silchar. It was, in fact, an extended Zonal Committee Meeting attended by the members of the different Units under Cachar Zone besides the Zonal Executive Members. The members present resolved that a Data Bank of the college teachers to be created and the Telephone Directory of ACTA Cachar Zone to be upgraded with the inclusion of their email id. It was indeed a challenging endeavor and with the active co-operation of the members, Samanvay was upgraded and was released today in front of this august house. Though every effort was taken to incorporate correct data, but for any undeliberate mistake, I seek prior apology. In this regard, I need to express gratitude and special thanks to Dr. Apratim Nag-G.C. College, Silchar, Prof. Kabir Hussain-Cachar College, Silchar, Dr. Jashobanto Roy-Radhamadhab College, Silchar, Prof. Jayanti Dutta, Women’s College, Silchar, Dr. Shuvajit Chakraborty, Nehru College, Pailapool, Prof. Y. Profulla Singha, Janata College, Kabuganj and Prof. Khaled Alom Mazumdar & Dr. Abdul Matin Laskar of MCD College, Sonai for providing the latest data. The contact information in the said directory was updated upto 1st of July, 2012. However, constraint of fund stood as a bar in the way of creating an electronic data bank of the college teachers. 
In the said extended Zonal Meeting, Dr. Manoj Kumar Paul, the then member of the Academic Sub-Committee of ACTA was present as a Special Invitee. Dr. Paul informed the house about the draft uniform academic calendar prepared by the said sub-committee and urged the Zonal Executive Committee to pursue the matter with Assam University authorities. In the meantime, the Academic Sub-Committee of Cachar Zone convened a meeting on the 7th of September at Cachar College, Silchar where various issues pertaining to academic matters including the issue of GPA & CBCS in semester system was discussed. It was suggested that a delegation should be led to the Vice Chancellor of Assam University, Silchar to discuss these issues. 
The matter was taken up in a war footing by the Advisory Committee on Implementation of Semester System in Assam University, Silchar which was unanimously formed during the last Zonal Conference at MCD College, Sonai. As such, a 6 member delegation under the leadership of our Zonal President, Dr. Chhaya Roy Kundu met Prof. Tapodhir Bhattacharjee, the then Vice Chancellor of Assam University on the 9th of September, 2011. The delegation apprised the Vice Chancellor that teachers as well as students are totally unaware about the Internal Assessment marks, Credit System on Attendance, Grade Point, SGPA, CGPA and Open Choice Course, which were supposed to be introduced very soon and sought proper clarification and dissemination of ideas from the University authorities. It was indeed a fruitful discussion and the delegation returned back assured that the issues raised by ACTA would be positively addressed at the earliest. It was even directed by him to hold four brain storming sessions at intervals in order to arrive at a comprehensive pattern of semester system at the UG Level keeping in view the ground realities, so that it becomes beneficial and acceptable to its different stakeholders However, it is to our utter misfortune that no such session was held as per the promised schedule. A workshop on ‘Choice Based Credit System' was held at G.C. College Auditorium on 5th November, 2011 where around 200 persons comprising of ACTA members of Cachar & Hailakandi-Karimganj Zone, Principals of affiliated colleges, senior faculty members and non-teaching staff were invited. Though several germane issues were raised by ACTA, yet our learned Controller of Examinations demonstrated a public stampede of these serious concerns. It was nothing but a pre-designed and pre-decided system imposed upon in the garb of a ‘workshop’. I need to reiterate here that ACTA has never expressed its opinion against the introduction of Semester system at UG level. However, we want to stress that we would welcome a system which should be rooted on ground realities.
Radhamadhab College, Silchar in collaboration with ACTA organized a 2 days UGC Sponsored National Seminar on Problems of Rural Development in North-East India on 23rd and 24th September, 2011. The seminar was attended by many stalwarts, Research Scholars, Students, University and College teachers. It was a grand success where more than hundred research papers were presented. 
In the meantime, the central committee decided to felicitate the toppers from Arts, Science & Commerce who have passed out from Assam University, Gauhati University & Dibrugarh University in 2011. The Felicitation Ceremony was organized at Handique Girls’ College, Guwahati on 16th November 2011. On the very next day, that is, on the 17th of November, an Extended Meeting of ACTA was convened at Arya Vidyapeeth College, Guwahati. I represented the Zonal Committee along with our CEC Member Sri Chandan Paul Choudhury to that extended meeting. We took the toppers of the 2 streams from Assam University along with us and attended the Felicitation Ceremony. It was a matter of extreme pride and honour to represent a Zone as Secretary, which had 2 toppers; one from Cachar College and the other from G.C. College. On the 17th of November 2011, we attended the Extended Meeting of ACTA at Arya Vidyapeeth College, Guwahati. Our role over there was akin to that of a pressure group. We on behalf of Cachar Zone reiterated our long standing demands and raised some of the germane issues pertaining not only to the college teachers of this zone but to the college teaching fraternity of the state as a whole and sought their immediate positive intervention. I highlighted in my speech the following issues: current position of pending arrears of around 4 months out of 13 months, extending financial benefit to the teachers who have served under Rs. 5000/- per month and Rs. 8000/- per month, position of the permanent retention for teachers and employees of the provincialised college of Assam, opening of GPF account, M.Phil/Ph.D increment, increasing the age of superannuation from 60 to 65 years, about the cases of those teachers whose promotion to next cadre/grade is due, headship allowance, Vice-Principal’s allowance and rotation of headship. However, it was to our utter misfortune when our honourable President & General Secretary confessed in the meeting that they are yet to take up these issues in their truest stride. As the Secretary of a Zone, it was indeed a helpless situation where the central leadership was in a deep slumber. I also appraised our central leaders about the whimsical implementation of the various components of the semester system at UG level in a dictatorial manner by Assam University. I registered there the genuine grievance of our Zone in black and white in a letter addressed to the President/Secretary ACTA, dated 17/11/11. We urged their positive intervention on the ground that posterity will never forgive us if we allow the Assam University authorities to play with the future of thousands of students. The intervention of the central committee is eagerly awaited by not only Cachar Zone but also by our neighbouring Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone, although 7 long months have elapsed since then. 
As per decisions of AIFUCTO, NEC Meeting held at Gulbarga, Karnataka on 15th January 2012, the ACTA Central Committee, vide their letter dated 1st February, 2012had expressed solidarity to AIFUCTO. ACTA had given strong support to the latest phase of agitation launched by the AIFUCTO in protest against the indifferent attitude of both Union & State governments towards legitimate and long standing demands of college and university teachers. The first phase of the agitational programme was observed as a “Protest Day” on 17th February, 2012. On that day, all members of Cachar Zone officially assembled at Cachar College, Silchar at 12 noon on the issues of the memorandum, organized a protest rally and forwarded the memorandum through the Deputy Commissioner, Cachar to the Hon’ble Governor and Chief Minister of Assam. 
The ZEC Cachar Zone in collaboration with the Career Counselling Cell of Women’s College, Silchar organized a Workshop on Career Advancement Scheme for the College Teachers (API scoring) on 23rd of February 2012. It needs mention here that as per the initial decision, the said workshop was to be organized by ZEC Cachar Zone of its own. However, due to the paucity of Zonal fund, the said workshop had to be organized in collaboration of Women’s College. 112 participants from the provincialized colleges attended the said workshop and benefitted from the lectures delivered on the topic by Prof. Niranjan Roy, Director, DIQA, Assam University, Silchar, Prof. Biswajit Bhuiyan, Regional Secretary, North-East Region, AIFUCTO and Dr. Manoj Kumar Paul, Principal Women’s College, Silchar. Certificate of Participation was also given to the participants. 
The month of April witnessed once again callous and whimsical attitude of Assam University in conducting semester examinations. The decision of the University to postpone the even semester exams without any valid reasons and to conduct the same during summer vacation invited sharp criticism by the college teachers. As such, an extended meeting of the Zonal Committee was convened on 7th April 2012 in G.C. College, Silchar. In the said meeting, it was resolved that the Units be urged to call an emergent meeting and express their views regarding performance of exam related works during summer vacation. It was in that backdrop that an Emergent Extended Meeting of ACTA Cachar Zone was convened on the 24th of April 2012 at G.C. College, Silchar. All the 7 Units within the jurisdiction of Cachar Zone on the basis of the emergent meeting convened in their respective units unanimously expressed the view that they shall not participate in any works related to the Even Semester Examinations 2012, both theory and practical, during the course of the summer vacation starting on 20 May 2012. Cachar Zone also voiced in strong words that the AUS authority be asked to refrain from passing the buck on the College teachers in public forum to shield their failure in declaring the results on time and holding the examinations on schedule. The said Proceedings-cum-Resolutions of the Emergent Meeting was sent to the Vice Chancellor and Controller of Examinations, Assam University, and also to the Principals of the 7 provincialised colleges. The unanimous decision of the units empowered the Zone to take perhaps one of the bold decisions in its long history. 
Another noteworthy achievement in this movement was the close association of Cachar Zone with Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone. Failing to get any direct positive co-operation and involvement of the ACTA central committee, the two neighbouring zones collaborated and worked in unison. Dr. Swarup Kumar Jash-President, Kmj-Hkd Zone, Sri Shakir Hussain Choudhury, Secretary Kmj-Hkd Zone, Dr. Taj Uddin Khan, CEC Member from Kmj-Hkd Zone were the key persons in this collaboration. Sri Chandan Paul Choudhury, CEC Member Cachar Zone and Dr. Taj uddin Khan, CEC Member Kmj-Hkd Zone were the key persons who cemented the ties and helped in achieving a joint stand. As such, the first Emergent Extended Joint Meeting of Cachar & Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone was held on 4 May 2012 at G.C. College, which was followed by a joint press meet, where the stand of not participating in any works related to the Even Semester Examinations 2012, both theory and practical, during the course of the summer vacation was further reiterated. 
In the meantime, the 62nd Meeting (Emergent) of the Academic Council of AUS was held on 7th May 2012, where summer vacation was retained from 20th of May 2012 to 30th June 2012. This was indeed a moral victory of unified stand taken by all the members of the two zones. It was then that Register i/c of Assam University sent a letter to the Secretaries of Cachar & Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone of ACTA. It was the minutes of the meeting of the Academic Council, where an appeal was made to all the stakeholders. To chalk out the future course of action, another Emergent Extended Joint Meeting of Cachar & Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone was held on 17 May 2012  at R.S. Girl’s College, Karimganj. Dr. Swarup Kumar Jash, President of Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone said that the 59th Annual Conference of ACTA which was then supposed to  be held in Karimganj College, Karimganj from 14th July 2012 to 17th July 2012. As such, the President of the Reception Committee of the said conference and also the Zonal Committee of Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone intimated the same to the Vice Chancellor in black and white. It was urged that even semester examinations should not encroach the Annual Conference of ACTA. Dr. Jash further informed the house that this issue was given due weightage by the Academic Council in its meeting held on 7th May 2012, where it was stated that “The members of the Academic Council discussed the matter in the context of the ensuing ACTA general conference to be held during the month of July 2012 and the interests of the students of TDC classes. After threadbare discussion, the members unanimously agreed that the entire examination process should be completed within 10th July 2012.”As such, examination was rescheduled from 25th June to 10th July 2012. It was in this backdrop, that the Academic Council stated, “As such, the Council sought the cooperation of all concerned in the larger interest of the student community in the undergraduate Colleges.” 

After threadbare discussion, it was decided that Cachar & Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone shall stand by its earlier resolution in which it was stated that “the members of all ACTA units of Cachar & Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone shall not participate in any works related to both theory and practical, during the course of the vacation.” However, keeping in mind the interest of the students of TDC classes, the student community in general and the appeal made by the University in its Academic Council Meeting (on 7th May 2012), it was resolved that those teachers who will be there in station and also if they are willing, may respond to the call of the College authority in conducting the even semester examinations (25th May 2012-30th May 2012), if their cooperation is sought for by the later. It needs to be mentioned here that the Academic Council in the said meeting has given due weightage to the Annual Conference of ACTA and this was appreciated by the members present. This resolution of extending cooperation during the summer vacation will stand valid for the even semester examinations of 2011-2012 only. I hope my honourable colleagues would appreciate the fact that ACTA has been able to register their strong presence in the minds of those adorning chairs of power in the hillock of Dargakona. 
It was further opined by the two Zones that the present Education Minister of Assam is often found to use derogatory language while describing the college teachers. Newspaper reports are replete with such kind of versions. The house took strong resentment of the same and decried such activities of the concerned minister as not befitting. The members present also criticized the role of President and General Secretary of ACTA for not voicing protest against such unparliamentary language used by the minister. We resolved that the central committee be urged to oppose such activities and to preserve the prestige of the teaching community, for which they have been elected. Further, it was also resolved that the Principals of the colleges be asked to refrain from installing the Biometric Scanner for attendance till the Annual Conference of ACTA, which was to be held on and from 14th July 2012 to 17th July 2012. This issue to be raised in the annual conference and a clear stand of the association should be adopted there in the general session.
AIFUCTO has taken up the issue of extension of the dates of RC/OC up to 2014. All Zonal Secretaries of AIFUCTO have been requested to collect information regarding the teachers, whose promotion was held up due to non-completion of RC/OC by 30 June 2010 and send the same to the General Secretary as early as possible. As such, Prof. Biswajit Bhuiyan, North-East Regional Secretary of AIFUCTO, entrusted the zone to send him the information of the college teachers who fall in this category. Collaborating with the 7 units, I have sent the desired information much ahead of the stipulated time.

I have tried to carry on my responsibilities as per my ability and acumen. I know that there are many more things to be done, many more battles to be fought and a host of programmes to be performed. All these, I believe could be achieved by upholding the pristine unity of ACTA. I have tried my level best to maintain a constant liaison with not only the 7 units of Cachar Zone but also with the 6 Units of Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone. I am also thankful to my Zonal President Madam and all the office bearers for entrusting your faith upon me. However, the Report of the Zonal Secretary would be incomplete and I would transform myself into an unethical being if I fail to mention the name of some of the veteran members of ACTA outside the purview of the Zonal Executive Committee, whom I have always disturbed at any odd hour but for seeking their prudent advice. Sri Santosh Ranjan Chakraborty, Sri Anitya Benode Deb, Sri Joydip Biswas, Sri Debashish Chakraborty, Sri Pantho Priyo Dhar, Dr. Apratim Nag, Dr. Jashobanto Roy, Dr. Manoj Kumar Paul, Dr. Mandira Dutta Choudhury, Dr. Seema Ghosh, Sri Y.Profulla Sinha and Dr. Subhajit Chakraborty. By pronouncing these names, I don’t intend to demean others whom also I know deposited their trust in me. 
Thanking you Ladies  & Gentleman for bearing with me for a long time. Long Live ACTA.
Statement of Receipts & Expenditure in respect of ZEC, ACTA, Cachar Zone Fund 2011-2012

	RECEIPTS
	AMOUNT
	EXPENDITURE
	AMOUNT

	1.Opening Balance
	         2878.00

	1. Printing Charge of Telephone Directory-Multi-coloured (300 pieces)
	        3600.00

	2.Collection of Annual Subscription from Members-
(Cachar College, R.M. College, Women’s College)
	         6100.00
         1900.00

         1300.00

       

    Rs.9300.00
	2.  Message framing Charges for Felicitation in Zonal Conference in R.M. College
	          700.00

	3. Loan given by the Zonal Secretary
	         2800.00    
	3. Flex & Flag for Zonal Conference at RM College
	          940.00

	
	
	4. Two nos. Flex for Workshop on CAS at Women’s College
	        1000.00

	
	
	5.  Towards car rent & petrol charge for attending meeting at AUS by a delegation on 9/9/11
	          750.00

	
	
	6. Towards Hotel Bill for Resource Person B.Bhuiyan for attending workshop on CAS at Women’s College (Food & Lodging) 2nights, 1 day
	        2000.00

	
	
	7. Towards attending Extended Meeting at Guwahati(2 Nights, 2 Days) Food, lodging & Travelling
	        2000.00

	
	
	8. Refreshment during Zonal Meetings, Press Meet, Joint Meetings 
	          780.00

	
	
	9. Photocopy, stationery
	          408.00

	
	
	Cash in Hand
	       NIL

	
	
	To be paid to the Zonal Secretary
	        2800.00

	
	Rs. 14,978.00
	
	Rs.14,978.00


       Sd/-
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     Secretary
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Sri Rahul Sarania

Deptt. of Economics
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