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ASSAM COLLEGE  

       TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION 



ZONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE::CACHAR ZONE
Website: www. actacachar.yolasite.com


          Email: guptajnu@yahoo.com

Ref. No.______________





                  Date 22/12/2014

To,

President/Secretary
All ACTA Units under Cachar Zone
Subject: To convene an emergent unit meeting on UG semester restructuring by 28.12.2014
Sir,

The undersigned requests your kind cooperation in convening an emergent unit meeting of ACTA by 28.12.14 in your college premises to discuss on the issue relating to restructuring of U.G. semester by Assam University, Silchar and other allied matters. 

In this regard, it needs mention that ACTA Cachar Zone in a meeting held on 27.11.14 constituted a “CBCS Framework Committee”. The said committee had prepared a memorandum on this issue, which was thoroughly discussed and adopted by the executive committees of both Cachar & Karmganj-Hailakandi Zone of ACTA. The said memorandum was submitted to the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of Assam University on the 10th of December, 2014 (copy enclosed). Please send the observation of your unit on this issue through email by 28.12.14. this may please be treated as most urgent.
Looking forward for your kind cooperation.

Yours sincerely
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(Sudarshan Gupta)







         


        Secretary









Cachar Zone, ACTA









Email: guptajnu@yahoo.com










 Ph. 943507393





LONG LIVE ACTA
Minutes of the Meeting of the CBCS Framework Committee of ACTA, Cachar Zone, Held in Cachar College on 6 December 2014 at 1 PM.

Members Present
1. Sri Kabir Hussain

2. Sri Joydeep Biswas

3. Sri Khaled Azom Mazumder

The members, being posted of the series of developments inside Assam University close on the heels of the UGC letter bearing D.O. No.F. 1-1/2014(Secretary) dated 12 November 2014, and what transpired at the extended meetings of the ZECs of ACTA, Cachar and Karimganj-Hailakandi Zones on 27 November 2014, made the following observations.

1. A studied preparation of a framework for UG structure in compliance with the proposed CBCS system calls for a reasonable amount of time which-it seems-neither the UGC nor Assam University was ready to grant. 

2. At and up to this point of time Assam University did not show any intention to take ACTA on board in the process of CBCS based restructuring of UG programme.

3. In the light of the above two propositions, the Assam University authority first needs to be approached with a request for inclusion of the ACTA in the collective decision making process while taking a final call on the CBCS.

4. In the mean time the draft memorandum (Annexure)-which is self-explanatory- may be transmitted to the ZEC, Cachar Zone for consideration. 

5. In the event of Assam University conceding time and space for ACTA-which is expected to be clear after the ACTA delegation met the Vice-Chancellor next week-the Framework Committee would sit again to chart the future course of actions. 

Dr. Jashabanto Roy, the other member of this committee, could not make himself available in the meeting due to pressing preoccupation. However, the text of the draft memorandum was got cleared by him via email. And he confirmed the content of these minutes as he spoke to Joydeep Biswas over the phone during the meeting.
Annexure

Memorandum

To









     10 December 2014

The Vice-Chancellor

Assam University

Silchar

Sub – Adoption of CBCS at the UG level in Assam University.

Ref – UGC letter bearing D.O. No.F. 1-1/2014(Secretary) dated 12 November 2014

Sir,

Warm greetings from Assam College Teachers’ Association!

Apropos of the subject and reference cited above we would like to make the following submission for your kind perusal and necessary action.

Over the last two decades we have been constantly monitoring the various moves by the MHRD, UGC, NKC and NAAC, along with findings from scholarly works, all aiming at improving the quality and effectiveness of higher education in the country.  We very much appreciate the fact that Indian universities need to revamp the hackneyed evaluation system. The recent UGC directive for introduction of uniform CBCS across the country, in that sense, is no surprise for the stakeholders. The ACTA has always welcomed affirmative changes brought into the tertiary education in the country.

But the present directive from the UGC, we feel, before going for implementation of the same in a slapdash manner, needs to be read into keeping in mind the following few cogent points.

1. The text of the letter under reference suggests an amount of uneasy haste, preoccupied mindset and, above all, a veiled dictation for compulsory compliance. While the apex nature of the UGC can never be undermined, the academic autonomy of a university also should not be explained away. The contents of this letter, we feel, transgress the provision of the Section 22 of the UGC Act, 1956. By overuse of the Section 12, this letter, in fact, intrudes on the domain of academic independence of the universities. In this connection, recommendations of the CABE Committee on Autonomy of Higher Education Institutes, 2005(Kanti Biswas Committee), can be referred to.

2. Even if we ignore the autonomy aspect, certain other cardinal points require immediate attention. Since the whole provision is targeted at putting in place a uniform CBCS based evaluation mechanism, adoption of the same in Assam University in a hurried manner, with, hypothetically, rest of the country not following suit in a simultaneous manner, will defeat the very purpose of seamless inter-university mobility of students. In the light of such a possibility, a wait and watch policy on our part may prove a better option. At least, we don’t see any reason why Assam University should be the early bird in the implementation of the CBCS system.

3. You would certainly not disagree that the whole process of transformation from the present structure to the new CBCS regime involves a mammoth mechanism. Most importantly, all the stakeholders need to be taken on board. But we have observed that till date the AUS authority has not even cared to talk to the ACTA on the issue. Students and guardians are also in the dark. And, needless to say, all such exercises call for some more time so that the University can accomplish the task of a collective brainstorming before arriving at a consensus framework incorporating the new UG structure in sync with the proposed CBCS.

4. There is absolutely no point in rushing through the whole exercise keeping only the 2015 deadline in mind. The entire University community has to first get itself convinced of the fact that such a change over is indeed heralding a marked improvement in the teaching-learning process at the UG level in the affiliated colleges.

In view of the above observation, we would like to place the following three demands before you.

1. Shelve the idea of introduction of the CBCS from the 2015-16 Academic Session.

2. Make use of the collective wisdom of the ACTA in the decision making process as you draw up the final form of the UG structure.

3. Allow reasonable time for a thorough and studied response to the new UGC initiative before taking a final call on the matter.

4. Teacher-student ratio and proper infrastructural facilities should be ensured before introduction of CBCS
ACTA promises unflinching cooperation to Assam University in its stride towards excellence.

With regards.

President








President 

ACTA, Cachar Zone





ACTA, Karimganj-Hailakandi Zone

Copy to

1. President/Secretary, ACTA, ACTA House, Solapara Road, Guwahati -8

2. President/Secretary, Assam College Principals’ Council, Paschim Guwahati College

